Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports,

National Institute for Children and Youth of the MEYS,

Organization for further education of pedagogical workers, and the school organization for interest education

In cooperation with the Czech Bishops’ Conference

organizes

A literary and historic competition “The Way of the Two Brothers”

p r o p o s a l
A. Theme of the competition: 

The 1150th anniversary of the arrival of missionaries Cyril and Methodius to Great Moravia – what Saints Cyril and Methodius brought us and what they taught us (the values of faith, culture, education and letters, but they also stood at the origins of our statehood)

B. Characteristics of the competition:

“The Way of the Two Brothers” is a one-time competition in the following disciplines: 

a) literary – due to the demanding character of the theme we present a few themes and suggestions, from which teachers will choose those that best correspond with the age and orientation of their pupils. The themes and suggestions listed below serve as a starting point for any modification. It is possible to concretize and develop them further. The form of work is arbitrary (poetry, short stories, columns, essays, etc.)

b) historic – historical studies related to the theme (20 pages, including supplements, at maximum)

C. Categories:

I. Category – is designed for 8th and 9th grade pupils at primary schools and for pupils of the same age who study at perennial grammar schools.

II. Category – is designed for students of all types of secondary schools.

Theme suggestions: 

I. Category
· My pilgrimage to … (narration / essay)

· A present from Solun to Great Moravia (the importance of Cyril and Methodius from the religious as well as linguistic point of view)

· A fictive reportage from the first meeting of Svatopluk with Cyril and Methodius
· If it were possible, what should Cyril and Methodius bring to Czechs and Moravians these days (essay)

· If I were a missionary (reflection)

· A fictive description of a school (old Slavonic school Na Sadech at Uherské Hradiště) through the eyes of a pupil at that time                                       

· Sports at Great Moravia (humoristic story almost prank)

II. Category 
· "Naked, for sure, are all nations of the world without books…" Proglas (contemplation on this sentence, be it from the religious or literary and linguistic point of view)

· Cyril and Methodius – co-patrons of Europe (meditation on the state of Europe - essay)

· To understand words and live (the importance of understanding for comprehension, importance of one’s own language)

· What does it mean ‘to carry out one’s mission?’ Is it fashionable?(reflection)
· To Cyril and Methodius (reportage)
· Historical science fiction, a fictive story about the competition between Latin and Slavonic priests
· Cyril and Methodius in Jára Cimrman’s archives – historicizing prank
Organization and rules of the competition:

· All works are to be sent to the National Institute for Children and Youth MEYS (labeled “The Way of the Two Brothers” Competition – literary or historic work); literary works can also be sent by e-mail.

· Each contribution has to be an original work of the author, i.e. the work sent to participate in the competition has not been sent to any other competition in the presented form and it is an original work of the author. 
· In literary contributions the recommended extent is three A4 pages at maximum; we recommend to authors of poetry to send at least three poems.

· In historic works there must be a list of the literature used, together with the basic bibliographical data, see e.g. (Kadlec, J.: Přehled českých církevních dějin I. Praha 1991, p. 330) and a list of supplements; the work should be in some wrapping, i.e. in folders or bound, with a title page with the title of the work, the name of the author, the address of the school, year of study and region, possibly with the name of the teacher or consultant).
· Works containing a lot of literal quotations, especially from the Internet and without listing the source, cannot take part in the competition.

· All works need to be supplemented with a registration card (see the attachment) with the first name and surname of the author, year of birth, year of study, complete address of the school, telephone or e-mail, region, possibly also the address of permanent residence. You can find the registration card with all the details about the competition also at www.nidm.cz/Talentcentrum/soutěže.

· The deadline for receiving contributions to the competition is 28th February 2013. Works received after this date will not be considered.
· Chosen works can be, as part of promotion, published, exhibited, etc. Selected awarded literary works will be published in an anthology. This is the reason why authors of the awarded works may be asked by the organizers of the competition to send their contributions by e-mail.
· Works participating in the competition will not be returned to the authors.
· The contributions will be assessed by an expert jury. Awarded participants will be invited to a festive award ceremony that will take place in Prague at the turn of May and June.  Participants will be informed about the exact date of the festive ceremony awarding the most successful participants. 
Contact address:

Mgr. Barbora Šteflová (historic part)

PaedDr. Eva Schneiderová (literary part)

National Institute for Children and Youth of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
Talentcentrum, Na Poříčí 1035/4, 115 30 Prague 1

phone: 221 850 807, 221 850 814

E-mail: barbora.steflova@nidm.cz; eva.schneiderova@nidm.cz
www.nidm.cz
Registration card
for individual works in the competition “The Way of the Two Brothers”
registration card is part of each work 
Category - historians (mark): I. (8th – 9th year at primary school and corresponding years of study at perennial grammar schools)


II. (secondary schools)
Category – writers (mark):   I. (8th – 9th year at primary school and corresponding years at perennial grammar schools)


II. (secondary schools)

Title of the work...............................................................................................................…

Name of the author(s)..............….......................................................................................

………………………………………………………………………..……………….

Birth year of the author(s) .................….
year of study

School:.................................

Teacher’s name......                        .........………………………………………………………..

Address of the School (zip code)...............………………………………………………………   Region…………

Telephone including the prefix, Fax, E-mail………………...........……………………...

Home address of the pupil .................................................................................…………………

Telephone, E-mail (work phone and e-mail of parents is also acceptable)….....………
